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     CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW QUEEN, AMANDA SCHMIDT 
 

   Amanda Schmidt is a 16 year old Junior  at Niles West High School in Skokie. She started 
dancing with the Kindergruppe at the age of four and this is her fourth year as a member of the 
Jugendgruppe. Amanda is also a member of the Siebenbürger Saxon Branch 9 in Chicago. 
She is currently a part of the German Club at her high school and is taking German language 
class for the second year. 
   Amandaôs love for dance started at the age of five when she took ballet and tap dance until 
the age of ten. Amanda also has a love and passion for swimming and diving. She works as a 
swim instructor for the Skokie Park district, teaching kids of all ages and abilities. She enjoys 
spending her free time hanging out with friends, trying new restaurants and watching Netflix. 
   Amanda is looking forward to representing our club at various events, performances and at 
the Landestreffen during Labor Day weekend in Milwaukee this year. We congratulate Amanda 
as our new Rosenkönigin 2018-2019 and wish her a wonderful year ahead, filled with exciting 
new experiences and making many new memories. 
                                                                                         Monica Giannoni and Jennifer Klemm 
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òSENIORENGRUPPEó 

Gem¿tlichkeit ñ Fun with your friends!  
 

Link to shop at Amazon and help the Danube Swabian Fund of Chicago 

https: / /smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3433622 

Your donation to the  

  Danube Swabian Fund of Chicago 
ensures the future of the 

 Society of the Danube Swabians,  
their culture and their traditions.  

 

Remember the Fund in your  
§ Will 

§ Gift Donations 
§ Memorial Donations 

 

Society of Danube Swabians 
625 East Seegers Road 
Des Plaines, IL.  60016 

 

 

7Å ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÄÓȟ ÏÒ ÓÈÁÒÅ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÎÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ 
ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ nachrichten.chicago@gmail.com 

4ÈÅ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ  
ςπÔÈ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÎÔÈȦ 

0ÒÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȦ 

We pray for all of our Donauschwaben  members and their  
families who have special intentions.  Please keep them in  
your daily prayers for continued  good health and  well-being: 
 

Franz Bappert, Nick &Maria Bappert, Eva Filko,  
 Anna Hubert, Helen Merle,  Linda Kunzer,   
Martin Lutz, Henry Reif, Eva Schweitzer 

Erna Tillmann, Ann Weber and Martin Zentner 
 

Please send us names of family & friends  you would  
like us to include  in our  daily prayers.  

  nachrichten.chicago@gmail.com 
 

FEBRUAR 
    
   6. Februar 
  20. Februar 
  27. Februar 

JANUAR 
   
 16.  Januar 
 23.  Januar 
  

Thank You for participating in the 
Amazon program. Through the year 
of 2018 DS Fund has received from 
Amazon $97 which represents 0.5% 
of the purchases that our friends 
and families have made.  
 

The Fund also received $500 from 
an anonymous donor and $160 from 
the Wiegert family.  
 

The Fund received $400 in memory 
of Katharina Milleker donated by 
Kaethe and Joe Grosskopf, Anne-
rose and Horst Goerge, Inge and 
Hans Naumann,   Kaethe and William 
Milleker.  
 

Any donations are always welcome . 

M&w½ 
 

6.  März 
20,  März 
27.  März 
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Thank you to our very generous donors who 
have gifted the Society with a monetary dona-
tion in the month of December, 2018... 
 

Anonymous Donor gifted us with $1,000; 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kuechel donated $150 to our  
Nachrichten in memory of all deceased members of their 
family.. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2019 
 

Sunday, January 27ðKinderfasching 
 

Saturday, March 9 
Donauschwaben 66th Anniversary Banquet 

 

Sunday, March 17ðAnnual Meeting & Elections 
 

April 14ðPalm Sunday Brunch 
 

Weekend of April 26-28 
Landesverband Board Meetings  

 
Saturday, May 11ðVerein Muttertagfeier 

 

 

May 30 & 31, June 1 & 2 
Maifest on Lincoln Avenue 

 
June 9-15 

German Immersion Camp Week 
 

Sunday, August 4 
Tag der Donauschwaben Picnic  

 
Wednesday, August 22 

Saar Hungary Group performs 
 

 Labor Day Weekend Landestrachtenfest  
Milwaukee 

 

Saturday, September 28ðWeinlesefest 
 

Saturday, October 26  
Donauschwaben Schlachtfest 

 

Sunday, November 10ð Fall Brunch 
 

Saturday, November 30ðRosenball 
 

Saturday, December 14ðWeihnachtsfeier  
 

Saturday, December 28 
Afternoon - Holiday Show & Luncheon 

 

Dates subject to change - check our monthly  
newsletter and  www.donauchicago .com 

website for current updates 
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January 1, 2019 
 

Invitation to the General Assembly  
 

The General Assembly of the Society of the Danube Swabians of the U.S.A. will convene on      
Sunday, March 17, 2019 at its home at 625 E. Seegers Rd. in Des Plaines, Illinois. In accordance 
with the by-laws, the General Assembly will convene at 1 pm in the afternoon. Membership dues for 
2019 can be paid between noon and the start of the General Assembly. If fewer than 10% of the 
members are present at 1 pm (no quorum) a second General Assembly may be convened one hour 
later, at the same location. The second General Assembly will have a quorum, irrespective of the 
number of members in attendance.  
 
 

According to the by-laws of the Society, only members have the right to vote. Proof of your 2019 
membership is required and is demonstrated by possession of a 2019 membership card. Member-
ship dues are $30 per person for the fiscal year 2019.  
 
 

Please complete both sides of your membership application and remit along with a check or money 
order, payable to ñSociety of Danube Swabiansò in the amount of $30.00 per person. Your member-
ship dues may be returned to the Society in our deposit box, or mailed to our location. The annual 
subscription for the monthly magazine ñNachrichtenò is included in the membership fee. Your 
monthly newsletter will be transmitted via email, unless you specifically ask for a paper copy.  If you 
do not have an email address, a paper copy will be mailed to you. You can also download a copy of 
the newsletter on our website at www.donauchicago.com.  
 
As a membership benefit, we will still honor the Rewards Program to members who have their 
membership cards stamped at each of our events. It is our way of saying ñThank Youò to our loyal 
members for attending our yearly events.  
 
 

At the General Assembly members of the Managing Committee will present annual reports that    
account for their activities during the past year and their vision for the future. It is important for all 
members of the Society to participate at this assembly and to join the Managing Committee in its 
work to further the goals of the Society and to continue its future growth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Members of the Managing Committee                                                                                                       
    

Marianne Strumberger                                                 Helen Sheyka 
Marianne Strumberger                    Helen Sheyka      

President            Membership Secretary 

Society of the Danube Swabians of the USA, Inc.          

 Vereinigung der Donauschwaben e. V.   
φςυ 3ÅÅÇÅÒÓ 2ÏÁÄ      $ÅÓ 0ÌÁÉÎÅÓȟ ),  φππρφ                      

  ψτχ-ςωφ-φρχς   ×××ȢÄÏÎÁÕÃÈÉÃÁÇÏȢÃÏÍ ɉ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅɊ 

%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÃÈÉÃÁÇÏÄÏÎÁÕφςυͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

http://www.donauchicago.com
http://www.donauchicago.com
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ROSENBALL 2018 é  
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Katharina Milleker 

   Itôs hard to sum up someoneôs life in 
just a few minutes.  Katharina, our 
Oma, was born in Krcedin, Yugoslavia 
on December 30th, 1913.  She was the 
youngest of 5 children.  And we knew 
she loved her mother and family her 
whole life--because she always talked 
about them.  She did not have an easy 
life: she survived a camp, was reunited 
with my grandfather and immigrated to 
the United States in 1951.  We all have 
our favorite stories about Oma and 
they all have a common theme: family 
always came first.  And like many Do-
nauschwaben, she was happiest when 
her family was well fed.  

My brother, sister and I remember wait-
ing at the dinner table, all of us refusing 
to eat until Oma sat down.  It was the 
only way we could get her to stop for 
even a moment.  She was so intent on 
taking care of others that she took care 
of herself last.  Once we started eating, 
sheôd pop back up again to make sure 
we had anything we could need.  Her 
own meal would always get cold.   
   Oma wanted all of us to feel loved 
and to feel included. Traditionally on 
the Feast of Three Kings, she made 
krapfen, or donuts.  Normally a baker 
would hide quarters in only 3 of the 
krapfen: when you found a quarter, you 
were a king.  Oma hid a few dollarôs 
worth of quarters and would delicately 
direct us to those krapfen with the 
quarters, making sure we all had plenty 
of money and that no one was left 
out.   
   Her 5 great grandchildren brought 
her so much joy.  She always had time 
for their visits, loved listening to their 
stories and always made them feel 

special. They never left her house 
empty handed, making sure they had 
not only 1, but 2 Hershey bars in their 
pockets.  Even as she got older, it was 
the thing she made sure that happened 
at every visit, even up until a couple of 
weeks ago. 
   She was an unfailingly gentle person, 
an example to us all and a trait that she 
passed down to my father.  She was a 
giving person.  Sheôs the only person I 
know that gave gifts to everyone else 
on her birthday.  Her 105th birthday 
would have been next week.  Instead 
of her giving 5 dollars to each of her 
great grandkids, I know she'll be look-
ing down on us, giving all of us her 
blessings and wishes for a Happy New 
Year. 
                                     Linda Herrmann 

 
On behalf of the Society, we send 
our deepest condolences to the 
Milleker Family.  Ruhe in Frieden! 

WEIHNACHTSFEIER 2018 
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Weihnachtsfeier 2018 
Donauchor, Kindergruppe, Jugend-
gruppe and Schule put on a won-
derful Christmas Program and the 
Frauengruppe had a very success-
ful Cookie Walk.  Thank you to all 
the participants who took time out 
to come to all the practices and put 
on a great performance. Thank you 
to all the bakers who donated their 
time and cookies to make sure that 
many others had the opportunity to 
buy beautiful and delicious holiday 
cookies. Our Donauchor will  
resume rehearsals on February 
1, 2019 at 6 pm. We welcome new 
members to join the group! 


