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Each year, the Chicago Donauschwaben Jugendgruppe prepares for several months to perfect their beautiful and elegant 
Viennese Dance Performance to delight their audiences.  The young adults dedicate themselves to this event each year      
because it honors the beautiful dance traditions they have come to know, love and perform.  The families are always so proud 
of what these young people accomplish.  The audience was mesmerized and brought back into a time when elegance and 
ballroom tradition were a vital part of the social scene. The pride they felt after their performance was evident in the smiles 
on their faces, and the standing ovation they received from the very satisfied audience. 

The evening began with a cocktail party for the Jugendgruppe performers and their      

families, hosted by our current Rosenkönigin, Miss Amanda Schmidt and her parents  
Claudia and Michael Schmidt. Thank you Amanda for representing our club.  

Beautiful waltz music was played for several hours for the audience by violinist, Tony 
Kawalkowski & accompanist, Andrew Blendermann. Tony strolled through the ball-
room playing the special music requested by the audience.  A beautiful dinner was 
served and then the program began.  After the beautiful performance by the Jugend-
gruppe, the audience members danced the night away to the music of the Hirsch Band.   

As the eveningôs festivities continued, the current Rosenkönigin, Amanda Schmidt , 
gave her beautiful and touching farewell speech as our queen for the past year. It was 
now time to crown a new queen. This year the honor goes to Miss Julia Klemm.  

Julia Klemm is a Junior at Buffalo Grove High School.  She aspires to be a teacher and has begun to 
achieve that dream by taking dual credit classes in education at National Louis and Northeastern Illinois 
Universities.  She also enjoys spending her mornings volunteering in the Little Bison Preschool program at 
the high school.  Additionally, Julia works every day after school as a recreational leader for Buffalo 
Grove Park Districtôs after school program, which she has been doing for 2 years.  Julia graduated from the 
Wochenendschule, where she attended from preschool through eighth grade and was in the Kindergruppe 
since the age of 3. As a Jugendgruppe member she has spent many hours practicing and performing for our 
various dances.  Julia looks forward to being a representative for the Donauschwaben and perpetuating the 
cultural traditions her family has worked hard to instill in her. 

 

Julia is the daughter of Joseph and Jennifer Klemm, and granddaughter of Maria 
Edith Klemm and Joseph Klemm. This family has been a part of the Chicago  
Donauschwaben community for many decades.  Joseph, Jr. is on the Vorstand; 
Jennifer is one of our Jugendgruppe leaders; Joseph, Sr. was on our Vorstand for 
many years and Maria Edith Klemm served as our School Principal for many 
years during our transition from Lincoln Avenue.  Maria was instrumental in get-
ting our German School to use space at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Glenview 
for quite a few years. We thank the Klemm family for always being a vital part of 
our Donauschwaben community.   (M. Strumberger) 

(continued on page s fourðsix ) 

ROSENBALL 2019 ð CROWNING OF OUR NEW ROSENKŕNIGIN, MISS JULIA KLEMM  
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òSENIORENGRUPPEó 

Gem¿tlichkeit ñ Fun with your friends!  

Link to shop at Amazon and help the Danube Swabian Fund of Chicago 

https: / /smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3433622 

Your donation to the  

  Danube Swabian Fund of Chicago 
ensures the future of the 

 Society of the Danube Swabians,  
their culture and their traditions.  

 

Remember the Fund in your  
§ Will 

§ Gift Donations 
§ Memorial Donations 

 

Society of Danube Swabians 
625 East Seegers Road 
Des Plaines, IL.  60016 

 

7Å ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÄÓȟ ÏÒ ÓÈÁÒÅ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÎÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ 
ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ nachrichten.chicago@gmail.com 

4ÈÅ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÂÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ  
ςπÔÈ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÎÔÈȦ 

0ÒÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȦ 

We pray for all of our Donauschwaben  members and their  
families who have special intentions.  Please keep them in  
your daily prayers for continued  good health and  well-being: 
 

Katharina Bappert, Nick Bappert, Anna Botscheller,  
Eva Filko, Anna Hauptmann & Family, Anna Hubert, 
Martin Lutz, Helen Merle, Anni Palffy, Ferdinand 
Pleines,  Henry Reif, Evi Schweitzer, Erna Tillmann,  
Susanna Tschurtz, Nik & Tony Wagner & Anna Weber,  

 
Please send us names of family & friends  you 
would like us to include  in our  daily prayers.  

  nachrichten.chicago@gmail.com 
 

Does your company offer a  
MATCHING GIFTS  Program? 

JANUAR 
 

15 & 22 

FEBRUAR 
 

5, 19, 26 

MÄRZ 
 

4,18,25 
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December 1, 2019 
 

Invitation to the General Assembly  
 

The General Assembly of the Society of the Danube Swabians of the U.S.A. will convene on Sunday, February 23, 
2020 at its home at 625 E. Seegers Rd. in Des Plaines, Illinois. In accordance with the by-laws, the General  Assembly 
will convene at 1 pm in the afternoon. Membership dues for 2020 can be paid between noon and the start of the General 
Assembly. If fewer than 10% of the members are present at 1 pm (no quorum) a second General Assembly may be con-
vened one hour later, at the same location. The second General Assembly will have a quorum, irrespective of the num-
ber of members in attendance.  
 
According to the by-laws of the Society, only members have the right to vote. Proof of your 2020 membership is required 
and is demonstrated by possession of a 2020 membership card. Membership dues are $30 per person for the fiscal year 
2020.  
 
Please complete both sides of your membership application and remit along with a check or money order, payable to 
ñSociety of Danube Swabiansò in the amount of $30.00 per person. Your membership dues may be returned to the Soci-
ety in our   deposit box, or mailed to our location. The annual subscription for the monthly magazine ñNachrichtenò is 
included in the membership fee. Your monthly newsletter will be transmitted via email, unless you specifically ask for a 
paper copy.  If you do not have an email address, a paper copy will be mailed to you. You can also download a copy of 
the newsletter on our website at www.donauchicago.com as well as a membership application form. 
 
As a membership benefit, we will still honor the Rewards Program to members who have their membership cards 
stamped at each of our events. It is our way of saying ñThank Youò to our loyal members for attending our yearly events.  
 
At the General Assembly members of the Managing Committee will present annual reports that    account for their activi-
ties during the past year and their vision for the future. It is important for all members of the Society to participate at this 
assembly and to join the Managing Committee in its work to further the goals of the Society and to continue its future 
growth. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Members of the Managing Committee                                                                                                       
    

Marianne Strumberger                      Helen Sheyka 
Marianne Strumberger       Helen Sheyka             
President         Membership Secretary 

On behalf of the Society of the Danube Swabians we would like to 
acknowledge all the donations which we have received in the month of       
December, remembering those we love. We thank you for your generosity. 

 
$50 donation from Ellen & Larry Crotser in memory of Katharina Urban 
 

$50 donation from Ellen & Larry Crotser in memory of Marianna Weber 
 

$100 donation from Mark & Mary Braun in memory of Katherine Braun 
 

$100 donation to the Jugendgruppe from Jakob & Edith Pintz in honor of the 50th Wedding 
Anniversary of Joe & Maria Edith Klemm 
 

$100 donation to the Jugendgruppe from Val & Marianne Strumberger in    
honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of Joe and Maria Edith Klemm 
 

$300 donation to the Nachrichten from Peter & Helene Wenson in 
memory of their mother, Helene Wenson   

Donation 
Corner 

http://www.donauchicago.com
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Our Chicago Jugendgruppe would like to extend   
a very warm thank you to all 44 dancers that    
participated in this yearôs Rosenball. Additionally, 
we thank the families that supported their dancers 
from bringing them to additional practices all the 
way through to supporting them the day of the 
event.  

We thank all our guests that traveled from out of 
town and other clubs; itôs always a pleasure to see 
our Donau friends!                                       

Thank you to the Schmidt family for hosting our 
cocktail party and for a wonderful yearð      
Amanda Schmidt, Rosenkºnigin 2018-2019.  

We congratulate and welcome our new          
Rosenkºnigin 2019-2020, Miss Julia Klemm.     
We wish you and your family a year full of      
wonderful memories to cherish. 
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Thank you to the Jugendgruppe for such a beautiful dance performance.  We thoroughly enjoyed the elegance. We thank 
Tony Kawalkowski and Andrew Blendermann for providing us with such wonderful Viennese violin and piano music 
during the dinner hours and Hirsch band for our great dance music until midnight. Thank you Jugendgruppe dancers and 
thank you to Monica Giannoni and Jennifer Klemm for preparing these young men and women for such a magnificent 
evening. Thank you to everyone who was a part of making this evening a success. Our kitchen, bar, set up and decorat-
ing volunteers made it a beautiful and magical space to celebrate this Viennese tradition. Thank you also to all the peo-
ple who came to enjoy this very special evening with us.  We truly appreciate your support at our events. Heartfelt 
thanks to our Jugendgruppe for your dedication and commitment to these very special customs and traditions. We thank 

our very first Rosenkönigin, Wilma Lampen Viereckl for gracing us with your presence at each of our 59 Rosenball 
events. I know that Wilma is so proud to be a part of this very special and magical evening. 

Marianne Strumberger           
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Donauchor performed most recently at the Verein Weihnachtsfeier, we sang songs both new 
and familiar; Am Weihnachtsbaum, Jingle Bells in German, which was thoroughly enjoyed  
by the children, Suesser die Glocken and Weisse Winterwald. We celebrated the Christmas 
season back in November, by enjoying a luncheon  together where we played games and  
spent time reminiscing about the past year and all of our performances.  

The Donauchor would like to formally thank Marianne Strumberger for all of her support and 
hard work to make our dreams a reality with this newly formed Choir. A special thank you to 
Julie Ratschan who has been so gracious to accompany us and help us stay on key! We also 
would like to thank the German Day Association, Rich Toth and Joe Ader for their generous 
donations this past year. I would personally love to welcome any new members who would 
like to join us, no experience necessary, just a love for music. Our next practice will be on  
January 31st at 6pm where we will start rehearsing for Bankett. On behalf of the Donauchor, 
we hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas. We wish you all a wonderful New Year 
filled with health and Godôs blessings.  

Nicole Ruscheinski Herion  

Donauchor Nachr ichten 



Email address: nachrichten.chicago@gmail. com                    8         website: www.donauchicago.com        PH: 847-238-2762 

SOCIETY OF THE DANUBE SWABIANS ï CHICAGO                JANUARY, 2020                  NACHRICHTEN 

The Kindergruppe has had a busy Holiday season. We 
started rehearsing our Christmas program back in   
October; songs, poems, and dances. We performed at 
the Verein Weihnachtsfeier by dancing 3 dances, then 
all of our Kinder sang in the Children's Chorus with 
the school and Jugendgruppe. Many of our Kinder  
also participated in the School program as well. On 
Sunday, December 15th, our Kindergruppe had the 
opportunity to perform at the Museum of Science and 
Industry, representing Germany.  

We are so proud of all their hard work as our Kinder 
danced, sang, and said poems to complete a 45 minute 
program. Audience members were delighted to see 
our Kinder carry on this tradition at the Museum, and 
the children truly enjoyed their day out exploring the 
various exhibits. We would like to thank Marianne 
Dickerson, Grace Dickerson, Samantha Schnur and 
Sabine Welsch, who came to support the program and 
help the Kindergruppe perform. Without the generosi-
ty of our families, we would not be able to be so     
active; we thank all our parents for their contributions 
and volunteering this year, whether it was at Rosen-

ball, back stage at the Museum, or helping out by 
dancing with the children at practice, we truly appreci-
ate you. Thank you to the Deloy family for running 
our wreath fundraiser this year. We have a break from 
now until our first performance which will be January 
31st, at Golf Middle School for their International 
Celebration of Cultures evening. We also have a phi-
lanthropy night scheduled for January 10th, at Feed 
My Starving Children, where the Kindergruppe and 
their families plan to give back to those less fortunate, 
as we have so much to be thankful for.  

Wir gr¿ssen Euch zur Weihnachtszeit in            
herzlicher Verbundenheit und w¿nschen Euch viel    
Gesundheit, Gl¿ck und Erfolg f¿rs kommende 
neue Jahr 2020.  

Nicole Ruscheinski Herion 

SEE YOU ALL AT 
KINDERFASCHING ON 
JANUARY 26TH! 

KINDERGRUPPE NEWS 


